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Chapter 78 
 

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 
[Chapter restated 7-7-04 by Ord. No. 971] 

 
ARTICLE I 

Building Code 
 

§ 78.1.  Adoption of standards. 
 

§ 78.2. Amendments to standards. 
 

§ 78.3. Provisions excluded from adoption. 
 

§ 78.4. Fines and Penalties. 
 

§ 78.5. Board of Appeals. 
 

§ 78.6. Conformity. 
 

§ 78.7. Fees. 
 

§ 78.8. Severability. 
 

 
ARTICLE II 

Workers Compensation Insurance 
 

§ 78.9.   Proof of insurance required. 
 
 
 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Whitehall: Art. I, 
10-6-82 as Ord. No. 648; Art. II, 9-15-93 as Ord. No. 802.  Art. III 8-5-98 as Ord. No. 
886.  Amendments noted where applicable. Chapter 78 restated 7-7-04 by Ord. No. 
971] 

 
 

GENERAL REFERENCES 
 

Electrical standards - See Ch. 88. 
Fire prevention - See Ch. 100. 
Plumbing - See Ch. 137. 
Zoning - See Ch. 180. 
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ARTICLE I 

Building Code 
[Adopted 10-6-82 as Ord. No. 648; restated 7-7-04 by Ord. No. 971] 

 
§ 78.1.  Adoption of standards.  [Amended 5-7-86 by Ord. No. 708; amended 8-5-98  
by Ord. No. 886] 
 
 The Borough of Whitehall hereby elects to administer and enforce the provisions of the 
Pennsylvania Construction Code Act, Act 45 of 1999, 35 P.S. §7210.101 -7210.1103, as 
amended from time to time, and its regulations. 
 

 78.1.1.  The Uniform Construction Code contained in 35 Pa. Code, 
Chapters 401-405, as amended from time to time, is hereby adopted and incorporated 
herein by reference as the Municipal Building Code of the Borough of Whitehall. 

 
  78.1.2.  Administration 
 

Administration and enforcement of the Code within the Borough of Whitehall shall be 
undertaken in any of the following ways as determined by the Council of the Borough of 
Whitehall from time to time by Resolution: 

 
(a) By the designation of an employee of the Borough of Whitehall to serve as the 
Municipal Code Official to act on behalf of the Borough of Whitehall; 
 
(b) By the retention of one or more construction code officials or third-party agencies 
to act on behalf of the Borough of Whitehall; 
 
(c) By agreement with one or more other municipalities for the joint administration 
and enforcement of this Act through an intermunicipal agreement; 
 
(d) By entering into an agreement with the Pennsylvania Department of Labor and 
Industry for plan review, inspections and enforcement of structures other than one-family 
or two-family dwelling units and utility and miscellaneous use structures. 

 
§ 78.2.  Amendments to Standards. 
 

All portions of the Code of the Borough of Whitehall which were adopted by the 
Borough of Whitehall on or before July 1, 1999 and which equal or exceed the 
requirements of the Code shall continue in full force and effect until such time as 
provisions fail to equal or exceed the minimum requirements of the Code from time to 
time. 

 
  78.2.1.  The Borough shall continue to enforce requirements and 
regulations exceeding those of the Uniform Construction Code and which contradict 
exclusions of Act 45, Section 104(b) and the Uniform Construction Code at 403.1, 
403.42(c) and 403.62(c) as follows: 

 
  78.2.1.1. Construction plans for all buildings other than single 
family or townhouse dwellings shall be forwarded to the International Code 
council (I.C.C.) for preliminary review and comment which shall be submitted as 
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part of any application to the Building Code Official. 
 
  78.2.1.2. Monitored fire detection meeting the approval of the 
Whitehall Fire Chief/Fire Code Official shall be installed and maintained at all 
new and existing multi-family and commercial buildings as directed by the 
Whitehall Fire Chief/Fire Code Official. 
 
  78.2.1.3. Existing “fire areas” increased by an addition shall 
conform to all applicable fire protection requirements for the addition. 
 
  78.2.1.4. Structures greater than 100 square feet in area or 
10 feet in height above grade shall be provided with a foundation system 
designed for frost protection and support. 
 
  78.2.1.5. Protective guard systems to prevent fall hazards 
shall be provided at elevated open-sided walking surfaces exceeding 15.5 inches 
in height above the floor or grade below. 

 
 78.2.2.  Supplemental information and design criteria for use with Uniform 
Construction Code referenced code documents. 

 
  78.2.2.1. All references to name of jurisdiction shall read 
“Borough of Whitehall”. 
 
  78.2.2.2. All references to offenses shall read “as set forth at 
Act 45, Section 903, or Section 78.4 of this Chapter relating to fines and 
penalties”. 
 
  78.2.2.3. All references to fines and penalties shall read “As 
set forth at Act 45, Section 903, or Section 78.4 relating to fines and penalties”. 
 
  78.2.2.4. All references to local design information and 
criteria adopted as follows: 

 
  78.2.2.4.1. Table R301.2(1) of the International 
Residential Code and other local design information as identified on 
Exhibit “A”. 

  
  78.2.2.4.2. All references to International Fire Code 
geographical limitations shall read “storage of flammable and hazardous 
materials shall be prohibited within Whitehall Borough unless specifically 
authorized and documented as such in written form by the Whitehall Fire 
Chief/Fire Code Official”. 

             
§ 78.3.  Provisions Excluded From Adoption. 
 
 Any Article or Section in the Uniform Construction Code adopted by the Chapter which is 
in conflict with the provisions of the Allegheny County Plumbing Code are specifically not 
adopted, and the Allegheny County Plumbing Code is readopted as the Plumbing Code of the 
Borough of Whitehall.  The Allegheny County Health Department shall continue to issue 
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plumbing permits and conduct inspections and provide enforcement consistent with the Uniform 
Construction Code. 
 
§ 78.4.  Fines and Penalties. 
 

 78.4.1.  Any individual, firm or corporation violating any provision of this 
Act commits a summary offense and shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine 
of not more than $1,000 and costs. 
 
  78.4.2.  Each day that a violation of this Act continues shall be considered 
a separate violation. 

             
§ 78.5.  Board of Appeals. 
 

A Board of Appeals shall be established by resolution of the Council of the Borough of 
Whitehall in conformity with the requirements of relevant provisions of the Uniform Construction 
Code, as amended from time to time, and for the purposes set forth therein.  This Board of 
Appeals shall also have jurisdiction to hear appeals from violations of the Fire Code and 
Property Maintenance Code. 
 
§ 78.6.  Conformity. 
 
 All applicable codes or ordinances or parts of ordinances which are in effect as of the 
effective date of the adoption of the Uniform Construction Code and whose requirements are 
less than the minimum requirements of the Uniform Construction Code are hereby amended to 
conform with the comparable provisions of the Code. 
 

 78.6.1.  All relevant codes, ordinances, regulations and policies of the 
Borough of Whitehall not covered by the Uniform Construction Code shall remain in full 
force and effect. 

             
§ 78.7.  Fees. 
 

All fees assessable by the Borough of Whitehall for the administration and enforcement 
undertaken pursuant to this Chapter and the Uniform Construction Code shall be established by 
the Council of the Borough of Whitehall by resolution from time to time and shall be adjusted for 
any surcharge to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania on permits issued under the Uniform 
Construction Code. 
 
§ 78.8.  Severability. 
 

If any section, subsection, sentence or clause of the Uniform Construction Code, or this 
Chapter, is held, for any reason, to be invalid, such decision or decisions shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of the Code or this Chapter. 
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ARTICLE II 
Workers Compensation Insurance 

[Adopted 9-15-93 as Ord. No. 802; amended 7-7-04 by Ord. No. 971] 
 
§ 78.9.  Proof of Insurance Required. 
 

Any contractor applying to the Borough of Whitehall for a Building Permit for any 
purpose shall present proof of workers’ compensation insurance or an affidavit that the 
contractor does not employ other individuals and is not required to carry workers’ compensation 
insurance. 

 
 78.9.1.  Proof of workers’ compensation insurance coverage shall be 
provided in the form of a Certificate issued by the insurer indicating that a valid policy is 
in full force and effect. 
 
 78.9.2.  Violations and Penalties 

 
 Any contractor violating any provision of this Article shall indemnify the Borough of 
Whitehall for costs and expenses incurred by the Borough of Whitehall in enforcing this section 
and shall, in addition, be liable for any statutory penalties provided by law. 
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